NEW YORK JOURNAL, SUNDAY, MAY 23, 1897.

40

NEW YORK JOURNAL
AND ADVERTISER.
W. R. HEARST.

{08 NASSAT STREET, NEW YORK. SUNDA ¥, MAY 25, 1807,

- WEATHER FOR TO-D.-IT.—Fnir and warmer;
winds, becoming westerly.

northerly

A dozen years ago It seemed more

THE TORY likely that Ireland would have the

3 Conservatives than the Liberals o
PROGRAMME_: thank for home rule, After winning
IN IRELAND. two general elsctions s an anti-Irish

L f party., the Torles seem Incllned to
angle for Irish support again.

The new finaneial and administrative programme out-
lined by M¥, Bdlfour In the House of Commons on Friday
i= not home rule, but it may pave the way for something
of the gort, and the cordlality with which it has been wel-
comed by all factions of Irish members of Parllament glves
aromise of more friendly relations between the Tory Gov-
senment and the people of the disaffected kingdom.

‘OFf eourse, any scheme devised by the Cetile would have
f6 provide liberally for the landlords, Henes, the first
Itam In the Government's plan of relief I the exemption
of the landowners from all rural rates, which, by all the
principles of justice, they ought to bear almost or quite
=cluslvely, This burden {8 to be transfirred to the Im-

1 Treasury—that Is to say, partly to the masses who
qe beer, spirits and tobaceo, and partly to the more
rtable classes who pay Invome £nd Inheritance taxes,
act of generosity toward the landlords and of injus-
award everybody else is to be balanced by the release
o tenants from the pavment ol the county cess, which,
the landlords’ share of rates, s to b2 shifted to the
| shoulders of the general taxpayer. In connectlon
these remissions of taxation Mr. Balfour promised to
h & scheme of local government, coneerning which he
T give no detalls further than that it was to be on a
popular baesis, would lmpose & heavy charge on the
equer, and would prove “one of the greatest reforms
1 out under the safest conditions ever suggested in
ize-of Commoans." \
Iandlords, of course, welcomed the reduction of
°n payments. The tenants had no objection to that
* as they were provided for themsalves, and all
of Irishmen took kindly to a change that would
nisl the relatively excessive burdens that Ireland as
hole iz pow undoubtedly compelled to bear. The coh-
don of local self:government, probably based on the
ity organizations, while It would have beett ¢ontemptu-

'y rejected in the days of the Gladstone-Parnell alif-

gs any adequate substitute for natlonal! home rule,

, ars worth having now that the Parllament om Col-

Jreen seems 20 far away:. When Irlshmen have shown
ability to manpage their own affairs sucocessfully
igh County Councils, they will be {n a better position
smand 'a completer autonomy.
+will be Interesting to see whether the detailed Tory
me Is recelved with the same general Irish approval
aas been given to Mr. Balfour's vague forscast of it,
«, the days of race war and coerclon In Ireland may
1 ided, and British politics may form on new llnes.

The Standard Oll Company has met

STANDARD with a temporary check in its attempt
ol to take possession of the streets of

i THzabeth. A Clty Council whieh, like
~ZABETH., the *ek staff at Larlssa; had col-
lapsed 4 the first approach of the

sinspiring trust, has recovi: 4 Its courage and boldly

ated itself upon the principle tii * the streets of even a

& town like Bllzabeth belong to tii™ people, and not to

. Rockefeller. !

In its persistent attompt to push a pipe line to the séa,

* great monopoly began ten years ap © to lay siege to
sabeth. It has been trying ever singé 10 gein permis-

0 to tear up the streets for its pipes. Some years ago

considered the privilege worth $5,000, w'ilch the citizens
fused to accept. But the other day the ! ranchise slipped
rough the Counell without provision fo.' any compensa-

i 4t all. At once the trust began to dig its trenches, but

happened that it had not secured perml 'sion to open the
0ss streets along its route. This necedsltated a delay,

!Ieh the indlgnant cltlzens used to such good effect that
8 Qounecil held a special meeting and r¢ voked the fran-
Mnb: a three-fourths vote.

- Of courss the Standard Oll managers ° $71ll not acoept
!Il_l defeat as final. If they need the stre® !5 of Ellzabeth
li—ﬂ:dr-bmlnm or the houses of the ©lfizens, for that

. they see no renson why they should not have them.
Mlﬁa people everywhere will sympathize “vith the plucky
letermination of the Elizabethans not to b¢ overridden by
the gigentic monopoly—the black progenits” of the whole
woxlons brood of trusts. If the nine Indepe. ‘dent Counclls
“=n stand firm they will not be forgotten,

Not being a candidate for re-elec-
i HE ‘GOVERNOR tion, Governor Black cannit be said to
ON have injured his politi-ral future by the
. remarkable philosophlcal observations
YOPULAR RULE. with which he has garnished his mem-
! orandim disapproving the Graded In-
ﬂhm'rax bill. Nevertheless; if ha had been an older
sliticlan, the mere habit of prudence would have re-
riiined his impetuous pen. It takes a statesman with
fther & past nor & future to commit himself so Intrep-
I &8 Mr. Black has done to the unrestrained current of
u eloquence, and such a statesman is seldom found’
_Ip ﬁhnmrahtp.
f m Guvmor thinks, for one thing, that “In this coun-
try the right of suffrags Is carrled too far.,” The fact that
Mr. Black 15 in a position to write veto messages is cer-
A reﬂec.tlnn upon our &lectorates, but the critic who
would condemn our excess of democracy for that should
imember that Mr. Black, as Governor, is not reslly a
net gct unlversal suiffrage at all. He was appointed by
Platt, and recelved the perfunctory votes of people
—.;"_q:re thinking about something else. In faect, univer-
al suftrage can hardly be said to exist In this State. We
mm diffsyant bosses,. but the people, of whose un-
tamed tastincts #r. Black stands In such dread, rarely at-
#=mpt to take the government into thelr own hands, and
£l more rarely succeed,
_ Still, thers is a pleasant lttle tradition here in favor of
government, and if Mr. Black had any further
al ambitions, which the whole course of his adminis-
makes it evident he has not, he might find his re-
18 on this and similar toples embarrassing.
b s .
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It is strange that none of the indig-
nant philanthropists who have recently

RS AND attacked the bargaln counters of the

big stores have asked for the co-oper-

WHE PUBLIC/ &tion’ or the merchants fn securing
thelr suppréssion. The assallants apt

ﬁ'dlﬁﬂd with the idea that the merchants are eager to
aate these monstrosities, whereas nothing could be

omn timtrnth Ztlpuhlinmeﬁnglooklncto

shoppit g-publie, not the sales persons, not the garment
makers or seamstresses, but the merchants. This appar-
ently pnradoximl.-tate of affalrs Is capable of simple ex-
planation.

The owner of a store con&ucung bargain counters—that
18, of & department store—is in the position of a showman,
To be succesaful he must have many'pf the same qualities
which distinguished the late P. T. Barnum; He must know
how to attract the public to his doors, and how to Interest
it after Its gets there. It was with the idea of affering a
novel attraction that the firet bargain counter was launched.
Little did its originator realize what a monster he had glven
birth to, nor how terrible would he that motster's venge-
ance upon him and all his like. The publlie tock 1o it ai
ories, and the inventor felt proud. His rivals immediately
adopted the Innovation, and the bargain counter became
an established fxture of every department store. Ever
ginece it has been demonstrating its Frankensteln-like na-
ture.

and deficlts for the merchant. It Iz Insatiable in lts greed
for attractive wares, relentless in its demands upon the
time of the merchant, inexorable In insisting upon the best
Joeation and most valuable space. It casts its blight alike
upon the merchant's profits, the employe's healih and the
patienee of the customer, Those who 'belleve that it 1= a
gndre of the merchant, whereby he gains large profits,
know nothing of the actual conditlons governing the man-
agement of a large department store. If the balance sheet
of any one of the big stores of New York could be pube
lighed it would show so many items of loas, and such small
profits, where there were any at all, that the puzzle would
geem to le In the extracting of any net profit. In no other
line of businessa are profits so small, and the sepret of
suscess Hes in the volume of sales and the frequent turning
of the capital -

Those who assert that fraud is practised, and that the
bargains are not genuine, have not the falntest concep-
tion of the keenpness of the New York shopper. What the
gverage New York shopper does not know about the value
of merchandise would h& of Uttle service to anyhody.
The merchant who attempted to foal her would be ever-
lastingly sorry. On the other hand, she Is an excellent ad-
vertlsing medium. Bargalns would lose half their attrac-
tions to her {f she could not display them to her friends,
and in doing that she alds the imerchant, whu regards her
g8 his ally, and (& always catering to her.

Nevertheless, the bargain counter is a terrible inflic‘fon
to the merchant. Every other branch of his business is
committed! to the pare of some competent person, but this
requlres his own attentlon. (To secure attractive bargains,
to go' his rivals one better in quslity, style or price; to
bring his speolal offerings to the widest possiblé notice—
these are the burdens laid upon him, and which do most
toward making his gray halrs and wrinkles, The depres-
slon which has pravalled In business for several years has
driven the merchants to desperate expedients to attract
trade, and the result has been the flercest compétition ever
khnown, with a corresponding Increase in the difficulty of
satlefying the demands of the bargaln cdounter. The mier-
chants of New York would be happy If the public would
agree to rest content without bargaln counters.

We dre in the midst of Bpring. The
earth has laid out of sight her deso-
late Winter rober. Everywhere are

THE PARABLE

OF blossoms, opening flowers, expanding
SPRING. leaves, tender shoots putting forth,
animation, beauty, promise, joy. It

{s the time of the singing of birds, of the revel of lambs,
of the sport of Insects in the alr.

And what is the parable of Bpring for the soul of man?
For all the moods of Nature dre so many tongties of truth
to be interpreted by the thoughtful observer. It is the
miracle of life. It shows us that life and not death is the
gréat principle of the unilverse. Death {5 but a seeming,
destruction is but a sleep, Winter is only a fable. Life
holds the sceptre and will waken sleep, abolish death and
prevall, Man was made fo live, not to die.

The parable of Spring also sets forth in a vividly fllus-
trative manner the providential call and fatherliood of
God. We often wonder how the Creator can, or whether
He will, loock after the wants of all his efeatures. But
mark the universality of the life principle In the Spring.
We note the oak tree, with its thousands upon thousands
of leaves blossoming all over, The great heart of the .k
tree remembers every remoatest tip of every farinest
brdanch, and sends to each the message and the power of
new life, And yet we do not think of the heart of the pak
tree as if 1t were at all burdened with such multitudinous
remembrance. It is simply the thrill of the common life
translated Into these myriad forms. Nature mever thus
torgets a sihgle seed, or ruot, or bulb, and leaves It neg-
lected end passed by. In the sams way cannot God, the
Father of being, remember all his credtures? Sprung
from the dlvine life; so will that living Fatherhood reach
cut into us all, No ene will be forgotten, but every one
does He embrace In his remembrance; each one's wants
shall be provided for; none so poor and obscure &8 not to
be sheltered under the all-brooding wings.

One of the lavellest suggestions of the Spring parable
regards the beautiful. These colors that dye the petals of
the hyacinth, tullp, rose and carnation, the waxen white-
ness of the Nly, the blossoms showered over the trees, the
infinite variety of forms and delicate greens of the opening
leaves, the ethereal €ints of the clouds—what a painting Is
this from the hand of the great Master Artist! Who be-
holding it but must confess that beauty 15 divine? That &
Higher principle than bald utilitarianism enters into the
Maker's plan? And what a reproof this to the blind mate-
piallsm that lves but for sordid galn, Take away the
beauty from the universe, and what would it be but an
ashen sepulchre, And 5o take away the bésuty from life,
the song from work, the poetry from the goul, and man
becomes & mechanism and existence a drudgery. It Is
then, when the soft vernal blooms of Spring touch and dye
our souls with gentleness and beauty and make our lives
more spiritual, trustful and loving, that we read its sweet-
est and deepest parable: J. B. REMENSNYDER,
Pastor of St. James’s English Lutheran Chunch.

The - MeKinley-Haona factlon of Ohlo Republicans are
rﬂldﬂl&r coming to a realization of the fiict that the Hom.
Joseph Voraker lsn't the case of “Little Braeches” they sand
thelr orgn* save been fond of représonting him,

Brookly turmed out and presented one of the new war ships
a $10,000 silver setvice yesterday. Brooklyn should insist that
the plate efther be laft In a safe depodlt vault ashore or heavily
Insured before the cruiser sulls,

If Murcus Aurellus Hannn cannot “‘control” the Senate on
sucl & small matter #8 » Cuban resolution he Is llkély to loms
control of the hitlierto submlssive but now imdignant docupant
of the Whirte House:

In the selectlon of Mr. Quigg to head his committee Mr. Platt
subseribes to the bellef that a man doesn't have fo have more
than five letters in his name to be a real statesman.

Abdul Hamld won Lis fight, but It looks as if he might have
soma trouble In makiug & settlement with his backers and
tralpess. | Pl
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The bargain counter produces chiefly sleepness nights |r

A New Month
for Victoria.

ONDON, Moy 12.—The most recent
L iden for the cclebratlon of the six-
tleth annlversary of the Queen’s ne-
cission to the throne merely Involves the
changing of the calendnr by dividlng the
year Into thirteen mooths, Instead of
twelve, and namling the extra one¢ thus
acquired Vietorla, The geniuns who orlg-
ingted this scheme proposes that the old
calendnr months be raduced to twenty-elght
days each, and that the month of Victorls
he given (wenty-nine days, leap years be'og
arranged for as fépmerly by allowlng Feb-
rusry one extra doy every four years. By
lils arrangement the ozlendar wonld stand
thus:

New No. of
Calendar. diys.

H ] | J 1, end| ;.hl '?!%n
anunry . commeuelng Joo. 1, én an.
S v. 28, e Feb. 26,

Fehnmrx. 28

March 28 " Fub. 24, - Margh 98,
Apeil.. ... 98 * March 28, ¥ Apri] 22,
Mool N pes e

2. -a -

Victorla.. 20 ®  June 1§, * Juiy 18,
July . opaer 2B ‘: Juiy 17, :: Aug, 18.
Anguat. .. 28 M Apg. 14 Sept, 10.
Raptemb'r g " .;l)e" L 1L 0 gcl- %
November 28 ' Nov li' “ Dee 2
Ducember 28 » Dec & “ Dep. B1.

The Innovetor polnts out that he puts In
the month of Vietorla, between Juneg and
July, because he ls thus anble to bring In
elgliteen mnoniversaries of lmportance to
Hugland In the twenty-nine days. Thus
the new month would begin on the anniver-
ary of the battle of Waterloo, Juite 18
belng the old dnte; the second Vietorla
wotild be the anniversary of the signing of
Mnagna Charta; the third, that of the
Quesn’s gecession; the fourth, of lier procla-
mution as Queen, also of her Jubllee of
180T: the fifth, of the Diamond Jubiles; the
sixth, of the birth of a possible king, the
Duke of York's eldest son; the seventh
wruld be mldsummer day; the eighth, the
nuntversary of the repeal of the Corn laws,
and the cleventh, that of the coronation of
Quesh Vietorla, aud so on. It wlll Interest
Americans to know that when the revised
cnlendar goes into effect we shall celebrute
the sevehteenth of Vietorin Instend of the
Fourth of July.

One of the most Impudent terary thafts
on record Is that of which Juatln Huntly
MeCnithy Is gullty tn hls brazen appro-
priatlon of the anthorship of “My Frlend
the Prince,” now belng successfully played
at the Garrick Theatre, which Is n plaginr-
ism, title and all, of Du Sonchet's farce,
‘“My Friend from Indin”* On the posters
al]l over London and in the sewspapers the
sarrlek Thentre productlon 18 ndvertised In
blg letiers as "by Justin Huntly MeCar-
thy,"” without the slightest recognition of
the renl nuthor. On the programmp In the
theatre there appenrs ln very fine print,
which can secarcely be read with a magnify-
Ing glnew, the line: “Suggested by an Amer-
lean play.” *My Friend the Prioce® Is In
nll eszentinl particulirts the sdméeé produe-
tlon as “My Friend from Indla,™ only that
it s played as n comedy rather than ay a
farce nt the Gartiek, MceOnrthy's assump-
tlon of Its anthership 16 ns checky n per-
formance a5 that of Ceell Ralelgh gnd Scey-
mour Hicks In adveftistug themselver #s
thé guthors of “The Yaubmak,” now belng
played at the Bhafteabury Theatrs, which
Edward B, Rice bhas shown to be n tleéan
stenl, words and mnsle, from him.  And
while on the subject of lterpry thelt, I
may remark that the London Evening Néws
Is frequently printing fictlon stolen bodily
from the Journal, under the title *Our
Short Story," wilthoiit 1 word of pcknowl-
edgment of nuthors or newspaper.

It took three hours to kil a viglous ele-

phant In the vieinity of Ldverpool yester:
day, and in assisting to brisg about th'la
result o modical gentl almost
el In compmssing his own destruction.
“0harles 1. was the name of the ele:
phant, and he had escaped from COross’s
menagerie and swam the Leeds nud the
Liverpool Canal, throwling the countles of
Lancashire and Cheshire into panle. The
elepliant was captired In o farmyard, and,
as Crogs was afratd to take It back to
Livérpool, it was declded to polson Clinrles
on the spot. Two Liverpbol physlelans
were appointed executioners, They fed the
beast on aconite concenled in carvots and
arsenle sprinkied on buns, which It gwal-
lowed pleasantiy and azked for niwore. Then
one medleal gentleman conceived the ldes
of londing a syringe with prussic aecld, 1n-
duelng the elephunt to op:n Ite mouth, and
squirting the polson down Ite thront.
Charles  II. eongidereéd this great sport,
but the doetor who was cperating thé
syringe, by remson of his Interest I the
experiment, moméentarlly fofgot the dendly
properties of prussie acld, Inhnled the
fumes and fell uneonsclous. The other phy-
slelan saved his colleague’s Hies with great
difficnity, the elephant Jocking on with
diep gympathy. However, iifter Charles II,
had taken etiough polson to kill 2,000 mdn,
aceording to the doctors, and three hours
kad pas=zed glice the fivst dose, he guddenly
‘toppled over and explred quletly., Like the
ather Charles 11, he had been an uncons
selonable tlme dying. s

Thé Natlonn) Temperance League of Eng-
Innd Is justifiably alarmed by resson of
the awful example recently set by an lio-
finential honorary member In the person of
Queen Victorln, One Willlam Binks, a vas-
sl more thah seventy years of age, hoas
had for his specin]l duty for the last Af-
teen veurs the sweeplng of the pavement
of one of the terrncés of Windsor Castle
just below the windows of a room fre-
quently used by the Old Lady in the morn-
Ing. A few days ago Mr. Binks was not to
be seen as usual operating his broom on
the terrace below the royal window, and
the Queen ssked If he was slok., The fact
was cuarefully Imparted to Her Majesty
that, notwithatunding the respousibillty
lmposed npon Willlam Blnks and the éx
alted nuture of his dutles, he had a5 far
forgotten himselt & day or two before as
to get drunk, whrenpon he had been fired
by the Third Asslstunt to the Depnty Gen-
tleman-Usher of the Privy Chamber. What
does the Queen go and do then but arder
that Willlam Bluks be Immediately rein-
stated, virtually holding, therefore, that a
gweeper bas & right 10 get drink onve In
fitteen years, and thus undermining the
first principles of the Natlonal Tempers
pnce League ot lts very apex, so to speak,

FRANK MARSHALL WHITH,

Wicked vs. Good Millionaire,
[Detrolt Newn.]
In all Wlstory thore Is pp sadder record than
that of the determination of the wicked milllon-

alroa, 1iké Brice and MeLeati, to hecome Ben-
atortal candidntes aguinet the good Mark Haonna.

An Exiinet Scnre.
[Wasblogton Fost.]
It will b percelved thit nobpds appedrs to be
afraid of the B3-cent dollar thuss (aym,

Real Economy,
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= OMEDIHES are common In the sub-
i C lmated Rtmosphiere of the Four
\ Hundred, but a more farcicsl situn-
' flon. can hardly be [magined than that
which led to the casuos belll now existing
between Mrs. Bldney Webster and a man
who threatens to have “the law on her'”
to setile n clafm for the magnificent sum of one dollar. Mrs. Webster s a rich woman,
but she i a stlokler for what she considers to be her rlghts. - On the other
hapd, the plalotl In the threatened solt declares very solemnly that he ocires
nothing for the dollar, but that be will fight to the end for what hé cills the
princlple of the thing."” "

To properly mnderstand the gravity and importance of this case, that may become
celebrated In the unnnls of New York soclety, It Is necessary to go Inte some de-
tall concerning the principals. Mrs. Sidney Webster I8 the wife of a gentleman equally
well known In the lnmer goclal cirelés of New York and Newport.: He was not only n
friend of the late Ward McAlllster, but was his most cherisbed and valued adviser.
When, Mr. McAllister formulated the famous “Four Hundred," It wnma after due
constltatlon with My, Sidney Webster. When Mr, McAlllster was offered a small
fortune to turn yewspaper reporter ha wouldn't declde until he had heard what Mr,
Sidnay Webster had to say about It. In many other Instancea Mr. Webster neted as
the counsellor and gulde and friend of the great MeAliister, and In this woy was a
potentlal factor In framing New York society Inte lts present form.

But, aslde from the reflected glory of McAlllster and her husbaw
hns substantlal clalms of her own for recognition. Before marringe She was & Miss
Fish, and that connts for much. She Is A generotis nnd palustaking hostess. Her hos-
pitality is not ridiculonsly lavigh, but ls always genteelly sufficlent. Everything is in
excellent tnste, and there ls an absolute comfort about a Sldney Webster functlea,
and especially about a Sidney Webster dinner, that ia remarkable. To the uninitinted
this Las always been a source of wonder, but to those who were familiar with Mra,
Webster's methods the thing was ss clear ns crystal. Mrs. Webster ls so careful and
#0 exact that when she gives a dinner she takes a tape measure and fixes to an foch
the spnoe between the covers, the distance of the candelabra from the edge of the
table, and the distanee of the table from the wall, Thus 18 the eye satisfied and the
ear protected.

I have mentloneq the tape measure becsnse It has an Indirect bearing on what Is
to come. It illustrates better than wnything else the preclde method of thought that
characterizes Mrs, Webster.

Now, it anppens that Mrs. Webster, In common with many other fnshiomable folk
of Gotham, gives dinners of spch dimensions that they overtnx thw abilitles of her
ordinary retiuue of servants. On such occasions she has been in the habip of employ-
ing n man who makes a business of supervising lurge dinners among the opnlent. He
is an expert, and is therefore In much demand. Bome time ago, in making out
his monthly bills, thls man reckoned {hat Mre. Sidney Webster wna indebted to him
In the =nm of $27 for serviees rendered. Mrs. Webster sent him a check for $20.
When He made lqidry es to why the other dallar was not fortheoming, he dound
Mrs. Webkter with an explanation that was formldable, )f not satisfactory to him.
Hlie declared that on @ certniu dote he had come to arrafige the dinner fifteen min-
fites later than she had expected him. As n consequence of this delay Mrs, Webster's
own butler, Impotted from England, bad folled the napkins ilnstead of “The Pro-
fossor,” If 1 may so deslgniate the spocinlist I order to properly represent the dig-
nity of bis Intermittent flunkerlsm and st tite same time dvoid clrevmlocution.

The folding of a mapkin, however Insiguifieant [t mny seem to the casusl observer,
Is renlly a mnatter of the gremtest lmportance. It was certainly #¢ In this instance.
The English butler, having recelved no special instrnetion in the matter, folded the
napking In & shape that I8 konown as “The Bisliop’s Mitre.”” Mrs, Webster lad
expected “The Professor’’ to do the folding himself, as she kaew that he would
hiive selscted the “Amerlcan Diamond” shape. Indeed, Mrs. Webster was anxions
to bave the “Awmérlean Digmond” becanse that arcangsment of the nhpkins displays
the famlly erest, wherens “The Blghop's Mlitre” concenls jt. It will be understood at

L[

Mrg. Wakstar

puce that when Mre, Webster found ler crest hidden in *“The Blshop's Mitre' in-
‘stend of blossoming forth In virginal purlty on “The American Dlationd," she wans
not plensed, This unfortutdate contretemps, coupled with fifteen minutes' tardiness,

merited pnnishment 1o her eyes. Therefora she felt eminenfly justified th docking
“The Professor’’ a dollar when he sent In his bill

In bis own belnlf “The Professor' urges that he is entltled to the dollar because
he was In ample thme to superintend the feast; that he performed that fonetlon to
the satlsfaction of Mrs. Webster anid her guoests, and that he ean't be' held respon-
sible for the thick-hendedness of an Bngllsh Dbutler wlo would dellberately hlde
away the Webster erest In ““The Blaliog's Mitre,” Instend of displaying It on *The
American Diamond.” 'Therefore he hns sent to Mrs. Sldney Webster a monthly bill
for $1 during the last quarter, and having recelved no auswer whatever e will now
bring suit for the amount alleged to be due hlm and leave the seftlement of this
grave question to n jury of his peers snd hers, Moreover, he will pnt in evidence the
Webster lHvers—which has a bright yeéllow walstcoat, with enormons siiver buttons,
each bearing the family crest—io show that his original bill of $27 was mot only
Just, but modernte for flis servics rendéred

While T have no dlsposition to prejudge o ense of the superiative lmportance of
this, | musf say that, in, my oplulon, the withholding of §1 by Mra. Webster was
n punishiient quite incammengurate with the ¢fence of doncealing the Welbster creat
In “The Bishop's Mitre' nltbough It was so coplovsly exploited on the walsteoat
buttons worn by ““The Professor,” How a jury wili regard the case rémains to be
seen,

The qulduuncs are always sfter me. Here I8 another of them writlng to know
whiit Frank B, Keech pot In that punedh that he served at the Kuolekerbocker
Bowling Club after e had won the champlopehip troply. Fortunately for my fn-
quisitlye correspondent, f Lo some curios-
ity on this point myself hat resuitsd fn
the discovery of the following formula:

Ten quarts Ameriean champagne.

Blx quarte rhine wine (brand not men-
tloned).

Blx guarta apollinaris

Oue pliit yellow chartrense.

One quort green tea,

One Jdozen oringes.

One-balf dozen ltmons,

One plut syrup.
+One hottle 67 Otard brandy.

There’s the whole mixture. Can you
wonder that even the walter torned up his
nose? And yet It would have Dedn & good
putich If the first two Items of the ro-
eipe had been up to even the ordinary
club oceasion standard. The only thlug
that redlly puzzles me abont this Keech punch Is the presence there of that hottle
of '67 Otard. It Is so.good that It must have got In by mistake.

If—aud this Is the biggest kind of an If—luck continues to siretel Ite golden winge
over the clubhouse at Morfls Park. we nare likely lo devslop at least a couple of
dude plungers, “Blekis"” Wilson tas shoady been exploited as o fleree and recklens
bettor, but about his coutinued suecess I have my donbts. Not that  “Dickle”
hagn't nerve enough, bit that he haso't the cold blood necessary o consplonously
sunccessfal turf speculntion. If “Dickle™ should ever demollgh the betting ring and
lmpoverish the bookmukers it wonld he due to milraculous fortune rather than o
any coldly planned and carefillly kept coup” Moreover, “Dickie's’ stable iz not &
brillinnt one, with Knight of thé Gartéer as the star performer.

“Wiltie” Lnlmbeer, however, ls a different proposiilon. He hns plenty of red
corpugeles In hls blood, It is true, but his tempernment ls more stolld. He ls less
lkely to do the Impulslye or hysterlenl thing when It comes to beiting, At tle snipe
tlme he will pound what he thinks Is a good 1hiog Intoa pulp. The other dny, when
his colt Klnnlkinnle won, he had $5,000 down at B to 5 or thereabouts. When you
find a young chapple betting $5,000 on =& plug llkd Klunikinnie you want to look out
for him. If we are ever golng to get out of the punter class nod develop a real dode
plunger, Willle Latmbeer will be the chapple s¢ honored. £

Dudedom s only lesily lhferesied in the advent of Mr. J. Walders Kirk, from
Colorado, who has come to town iwith all the noise and color of & Wia West Show.
He may have all the clothes that are credited to him, and he funy show them ac.
cording to the plans laid out for him, but If he lg half as gay a bird as they pleture
him T am of the oplolon that his gams doesn’t stop with the exhibitlion »f his
fewthers. We happen to Eoow a thing or two about chapples from the far West.
Jnok Follausbee and Willlam O'B. MeDonough arve two as modest gentlemen In
moade nnd manner ns one could wish to kuow, nnd they never cut up any such didoes
a8 gre oredited to Mr. J. Walders Kirk. The day has gone by when the nufber of
polrs 6f trousers owned by & man cut any lee In chnpplédom. I don't know wuy-
thing about thle man Kirk, bat I suspect that he'ls faghioned after the pattern of
that odd ecltlzen of New York who ls consplouous In all publle places and 1s known
as “Diamond Jim' Brady. And If he 18, “Diamond Jim' can glve him cards dnd
spades and beat him at the game of “Look-at-me-ladles.”

Between horses, as It were, at Mineoln yesterdsy I heard these Important
statpments; Willlam €. Whitney hes struck water at n depth of 365 feet af bis place
on Wheatley Hill. H. Van Refigselaer Keunedy has been elected s member of the
Loog Islund Historlenl Socleéty. The H, B. Duryeas are golng to ocenpy Mre, Adoiph
Ladenberg's house untll next Fall, as the charming widow will remain In Enrope
untll the opening of the Meadow Brook Lunting season. “‘Foxie” Keene and Mrs.
“Foxle' are expected to return ln June, although this would mnke them miss the
Queen's Jubllee. The Carteret Gua Club has about fnished Ity new grounds at Ga‘va
den Qlty, atid has drranged for an gpeniug shoot on the 27th,

And o the small (alk ruttled all day long. The weather was délightful, Imt
the counter-attraction of the Morrls Park races drew away many people who woold
hnve been there otherwise. The Edwnard Ladews, from Glen Cove, and the Jimmle
Kernochans, from Meadow Brook, drove over In thelr traps, As did Willlam C. Whit-
ney. The genia! president of the Horse Show, a8 Mr. Whitney is described, was ar.
riyed In his fumous conching eutfit, which !5 one of the most striking, if not the
most beautiful, fn this country. Mrs. Whitneyr occupled the box gent with hey hus-
band, while Mr. and Mrs. Sldney Smith, Dorothy Whitney and Adelalde Randolph,
his stepdiughter, were of tlie party, Harry Vingut weas Engllsh to bent the band
He ia just back from dear old London, dontcherknow, and his checks wers out of
hearing. At fhat he wasi't as lond as George xmu “Bily" Blulnger, wlo has
the biggest ealves in the Knickerboeker Club, wits giiyer than the lark, and the gen-
eral attitnde of the chapples and chapplsettes was one of joy, although there wns
a woful desertlon 'hty a :mmlm of cholee 'rmmu" that had mm away to mm-

Ambrose Bierce
on Current Topics

By Ambrose Bierce.
INCE declarlng my pro-Turklsh sym-
S pathles and my confideuce In the
< congert of the powers 1 have heen
nsked by many correspondents to sigulfy
my views on the Cupban war, I prefer to
formulate, instend, certnin general truths
digeernibie through the smoke und dquse of
all such confllots as the one pnow “raging'’
rather ludolently In that disiracied inle.
American popular sympnthy-goes alwars
to people in rebelllon ggainst o monareby,
regardiess of the justice of thelr quarrel,
Popular newspapers ndvocate and fortify
the popular view; it is as “'organg of public
opinion'’ that they have power and yalue.
Insurgent “Ghvernments” eommohly. get
up burenus of lying in the capltals of the
great antlons. In these bureaus much of
the war news originates and much Is “‘doc-
tored."
Military operations which do npot eow-
mend themgelves to the people of a nentenl
nation wre alwnys beélleved by them' to he
condueted with aruelty and outrpge.
Tthe mhiMtary leader of an Iuvaslon or
“suppression” I8 alwinys represented by his
enemles and fhelr sympathizers as a -moral
monster—a “‘butcher.”
Even hlg offlelal reports to Govarnment
are Impenelied and dlmmmed

A few truths of &' lew general ontore may
be afded;

The Spanish people are i eclvilized and
enlightene race.

The Cuban insurgents are mostly negroes
and negrolds, {gnorant, superatitions altost
beyond helief and brotal exceedingly.
Under Spanlsh govermment Cubn his not
been opprossed, though the elements now
in rebelllon had not, and could not sifely
have had, much political potwer.

Ag a Spanish dependency Cuba has 'Men
to us i valuable commereial neighbor., Ua-
der negro rule—well, we muy des that fu-
ture foreshadowed in Hayil, Ban Domingo,
Liberia. No nation under negro dominafite
hng ever known commerélal prosperits,
Annexatlon ecould hardiy help matters:
the entire adult’ male population eould not
long be denled the franchise, and we should
have g cholew between negro misrale and
ghotgnn polltics.

After eareful conslderation of these say-
eral theses I am compelled to think that
in the Weat Indles, as in the Levant, tha
current of Amerfean gympnthy s rulmlug
all awry. We are misled In the one case
by the ory of “Rellgion!” In the other hy
that of “Liberty!" “Liberty!" Iz a stirring
word, hallowed by noble assoclatlons, but
If 1T were asked If I bolleve in Liberty T
should reply: “Liberty of whom ta do
what®' A good denl “depende.’

T onice made o slmilar “reply.” Tha ques-
tlan belng put o me—indigonntly, as to
ong capible of affirming the whiteness of
black—whether I thought shnvery right, I
asked In turn: “Slavery of whom by
whom?'* It Ig not always that n soft an-
swer torneth away wrath, and I am pained
to remember that my Interlocutor, wwho
wag a most holy man and a plllag of the
chureh, afterward thought It his duty to
spread abrond in the.Jand a statement
affecting unfavorably my reputation for
personal morality—which T thought Irrele-
vant,

At one tlme fn my gresn and snlad days

|1 was sufficfently zenlous for universal and

unqualified freedom to engnge In a four
years' battle for ita promotion, There were

|other lssues involved, buf they did not
count for much with me.

I am now gind
that they were Involved, for thelr presence
ns threads In the Fate-wovesd fabric of
events spares me the disquleting conscioud
ness of misgnided zesl,

Time was, in that far falr world of youth
where 1 went a-seldlerlng for Freedom,
when the moral character of every thought
and word and deed was dotermined hy ref-
erence to a set of Infinitely precious “prin.
ciples”—fallible eriterla—mornl solvents,
mordant to ull bese metals, and warrinted
by the monoficturers snd venders to dls-
clése the =& Ia every proposition sub-
mitied to the test. Alss, T have o Jonger
the advamtage of thelr service, but must
fudge everything on Its own merts—ench
case ns it ceomes pp. [ have learned that
slavery Is noi slwnya unrighteons, nor b«
erty always deslroble, except for one's-self;
that tyranny and despotism are sometlmes
beneficent; that pateistism Is bt a broad-

| er gelfishness, n neryower phllanthropy; and

that falasshood mny be the highest and most
imperatlye duty. I shodder to think that
further examinntion may disclose o moral
element in murdar, In brief, I unload'a
“prineiple’” every ltfle while, snd shall
goon be fAying light.

Colonel Phoebe Cougzens, who carries most
of the braing and econsclence of the Woman
Buffrage movement, -and who has been dan-
gerously {11, s now, lke Lady Byron, *'dan.
gerously well again,” and her fellow Colo-
nels are experiencing the effacts of her
rocovery In the pearly hides of fhem. She
avers that while 111 ske recelved no sym
pathy and not go much @s o postage stamp
from any of them, and bhut for the gener
onlty of others would now be ocoupring “n
plue box [ au nilfall hole" In Callfornia,
Pligebe 16 impeifectly grounded dn the prin-
ciptes of military digelpline: a8 a spldler
she should respect the Army Regulations,
whieh teach that the best way to snoror

fight 1s still on, with Colonel Authony and'
Colonel Shaw thunderiug at the gates of
the enemy and shouting. It Phoebe sgafn
lnoar the mischanoe of falllng ere the
Needless Mele 14 driven from the field let
her curl up md plny ' possNm.

That religlon -hould form o part of !l trme
efhication was the copelusion reached Festerday
by the Womun's Congress.—The: m l‘nnm.
Examiner,

nearly pyerything is the ¢onclusion reaching
by the femnlé mind generally, Give wWomen
the ballot and withia o single genorution
they wiff make the goveinment of thia
conntrs 8 theocraey, with religious denom-
tnatlons for politieal purtles and niem
men for candiddtes. ‘The Unlted States
Constitution will recognize God. but God
will no longer recognize the United States
Constlitutlon.

Nebraska Is in rather hard Inok. Her
Leglalature recently made an sppropriation
of $180,000 to cover a deficlency cansed by
iheft. And now one of ler officlals: has
stolen the §180,0001 1t 18 net altogeiber
olear what ought to be dane; if ‘the a&mnnnu

ated n and agala stolén It 1s
rure«p? '?1?51 mg m&mreu‘r despairing of
the Republio, wﬁ phandon bonor, throw
consclence {o the blrdl and move over lnto
Knnnns,

Mrs. Frances Ghld.itone has obtalned a
divoree beenuse one evening at a the itre
; " went:

the woubded Is to win the battle. The -

That réligion should form & part of pmgy )




